
would get to know each 
other across the four 
churches, and work to-
gether, and feel at home in 
all the churches. This is the 
time to push this further, 
not just out of necessity, 
but to take a joy in crossing 
the threshold of the other 
churches which you might 
not consider to be ’your 
church’. Once we can so-
cialise again, I want to try 
to get parishioners togeth-
er from our different com-
munities, as I’m always 
surprised by how commit-
ted parishioners don’t 
know each other across our 
partnership. 

As you will see at St Jo-
seph’s our new pathway to 
the side entrance has been 
rapidly and professionally 
installed this week by New 
Age Paving. This allows 
greater accessibility, and to 
use this side entrance more 

Tomorrow I will celebrate 
my anniversary of ordina-
tion to the priesthood. It 
will be 24 years since I was 
ordained by Archbishop 
Maurice Couve de Mur-
ville. In some ways, look-
ing back it seems a short 
time. In other ways, it 
seems like a lifetime of 
experiences. Please God, 
this time next year I will be 
celebrating my silver jubi-
lee of priesthood! 

During all my time as a 
priest, these last few 
months have been the 
strangest, because of being 
grounded by the lock-
down, and the closure of 
churches. It was a relief 
last Saturday and Sunday, 
and throughout the week, 
to get back to some sem-
blance of normality with 
the restoration of Sunday 
and daily Masses. As you 
know we are restricted on 

numbers. Nonetheless, 
120 parishioners came to 
the four Masses celebrated 
at St Joseph’s and English 
Martyrs’ last week, and I 
hope there may be a few 
more this week. 

One of the most notable 
things about our situation 
is that we are a partnership 
of parishes. At this time, 
where only two of our 
churches have reopened, it 
is really necessary to stress 
that we are not four sepa-
rate unrelated communi-
ties, with the only unifying 
feature being the same 
parish priest! At this time 
we have only one Mass 
each weekday, and no Mass 
at all at two of our church-
es. This is a time to over-
come a restricted sense of 
belonging. Central to my 
vision and desire for our 
partnership has been, from 
the beginning, that we 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St John Jones 

d. 1598 
John Jones was born in 
Camarthenshire in a family 
which had remained faith-
ful to the Catholic Church. 
He was ordained a dioce-
san priest, and was arrest-
ed and imprisoned for 
three years, under the false 
name of John Buckley. 
Once freed he made his 
way to Rome, and became 

a Franciscan. Having re-
ceived the Pope’s blessing, 
he returned to England on 
mission. He arrived in 
London in 1592, and 
stayed in the house for 
priests managed by St 
Anne Line. He was arrest-
ed in 1596, and was tor-
tured, and remained in 
prison for two years, with 
St John Rigby, before be-
ing martyred in 1598. 
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Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Church opening for Mass & personal prayer 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ churches are now open for Mass & personal prayer at the following times: 

St Joseph’s: Church is open on Sunday 10.30am to 12noon, and on Monday & Friday 6.00pm to 7.30pm. 
During these times Mass will be celebrated at the times above. 

English Martyrs’: Church is open on Sunday 8.30am to 10.15am, and on Tuesday 9.00am to 10.30am and 
Thursday 6.00pm to 7.30pm. During these times Mass will be celebrated at the times above. 

If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 

You will have to remain at least 1 metre away from all other people, other than those from your household or 
‘support bubble’ at all times, when entering, seated, going to Holy Communion and on exiting.  

You have to wear a face covering at all times inside the church, during Mass or personal prayer. 

Children under the age of 16 are not allowed to access church for private prayer without a responsible adult.  

There will be no toilet facilities available in church. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
The confessionals are out of bounds for the moment. How-
ever, Fr Julian is available for confessions after each Mass 
outside church. Please wear a face covering, and maintain 
one metre’s distance. 

Saturday 11th  6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Special Intention (MM) 

Sunday 12th                  
Fifteenth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time (A)  

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 

6.30pm    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Monday 13th 
St Henry 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass (Votive of 
Christ the High Priest) 

Karol Grolik, George & Barbara 
Connell 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Tuesday 14th 
St Camillus of Lellis 

9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday 15th         
St Bonaventure 

    No Mass or Adoration 
today 

 

Thursday 16th              
Our Lady of Mount    
Carmel 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

6.30pm    Eucharistic Adoration  

Friday 17th 
Feria 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Jocelyn Rose 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 18th  
Our Lady 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Jayne McGough 

Sunday 19th 
Sixteenth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Bishop Leo McCartie 

 11.00am   Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

6.30pm    Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 
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Parish Office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

Having done a risk assessment for the 
opening of the parish office, please 
note that, while Teresa is back in the 
office part-time, we have to limit the 
access to the office in the presbytery. 
So there is no access to the par-
ish office or presbytery for pa-
rishioners for the present. If you 
need to see Teresa, then you will 
have to speak through the office win-
dow or in the porch.  

There is no parish priest’s Open 
House hour. If you need to see Fr 
Julian in person, then please arrange 
by phoning or emailing. In good 
weather he can see parishioners in the 
garden or in the church maintaining 
distancing, or in church. 

Camino pilgrimage 
Now that the restrictions on travel 
and quarantine are being lifted, Fr 

Julian is hoping to return to the 
Camino in September. Please pray 

that he’ll be able to return to Spain to 
finish the pilgrimage in September 

and October.  

You can still donate to Teenage Can-
cer Trust at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  

Good news! The fundraising is almost 
at the two-thirds point. Let’s work to 

get the fundraising to £10k. 

You can review Fr Julian’s progress 
so far at his Camino blog frjulians-

camino.blogspot.com 

Volunteers 
Thanks to all the parishioners who 
have generously volunteered as 
stewards or cleaners to allow us to 
open our churches again for pray-
er and for Mass. This is absolutely 
necessary, as we cannot be open 
without the help of volunteers. If 
you are willing to help as a volun-
teer for church opening then 
please see Fr Julian. The more 
volunteers we have, the less the 
work for each person. 

Also, don’t feel that, because your 
normal church is closed, you can’t 
volunteer!  

We also need more volunteers to 
go on a regular cleaning rota 
at St Joseph’s! If you are able to 
clean once a month, then please 
let Fr Julian know. Thanks to 
those who currently clean, and 
who have given quiet and commit-
ted service over the years. 

In each church there will be a one-way system: 

At St Joseph’s please enter by the side chapel door and leave by the main doors.  

At English Martyrs’, please enter by the main doors and leave by the fire exit at the side. 

During Holy Communion please follow the directions of the stewards and do not leave your seat until invited to 
do so. 

On weekday, during private prayer, there will be Eucharistic Adoration when the church is open, so please re-
main silent in church. 

At Mass, Holy Communion will be distributed only by the priest, and will only be given in the hand. Specific 
instructions will be given before Mass, or by the stewards, which should be observed.  

Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you leave. 

Baptisms 
It is now possible to arrange for bap-
tisms to take place. The government 
have directed that a maximum of 30 
people can attend a baptism, and the 
bishops have directed adaptations to 
the rite to allow for social distancing 
and to prevent virus transmission. 
Please contact Fr Julian preferably by 
email to arrange to meet to arrange a 
baptism. 

Weddings 
Weddings can now take place in 
church again. Currently the re-
strictions, like for baptism, include a 
maximum attendance of 30 people, 
with adaptations to the rite. Please 
contact Fr Julian preferably by email 
to arrange for a wedding. 

First Communion 
We will seek to recommence prepa-
ration for First Communion for chil-
dren who have already begun prepa-
ration. Families will be contacted 
directly. First Communions will be 
spread over a period of time so that 
we can keep social distancing rules at 
Mass. 

Confirmation 
Children who were preparing for 
Confirmation in school will be invit-
ed to come to receive the Sacrament 
once it can be arranged. Families will 
be contacted directly through the 
schools in order to arrange some 
preparation sessions, and to arrange 
Confirmation, which will probably be 
administered by Fr Julian. 

Funerals 
Funerals can now be celebrated in 
church once again. This can either be 
Requiem Mass or Funeral Service. 
These have to conform to the current 
guidelines on the use of church. 
Numbers are limited as they are at 
Mass to allow for social distancing. 
Funeral services at the graveside or at 
the crematorium continue to be of-
fered as well. In the case of need 
please feel free to consult Fr Julian. 



Matthew 13:24-43 

Jesus put another parable before the crowds: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was 
asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The 
owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed that you 
sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy 
has done this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you want us to go and 
weed it out?” But he said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at 
harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bun-
dles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn.”’ He put another parable 
before them: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took 
and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air 
come and shelter in its branches.’ He told them another parable: ‘The king-
dom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’ In all this Jesus spoke to the 
crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except in parables. 
This was to fulfil the prophecy: I will speak to you in parables and expound 
things hidden since the foundation of the world. Then, leaving the crowds, he 
went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable 
about the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower of the good 
seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of 
the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed 
them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels. 
Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be 
at the end of time. The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather 
out of his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do evil, and 
throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and grind-
ing of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Julia Scattergood & Jack Scarlet 
St John’s: Tony Giannasi 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5.  

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Please pray for the soul of Brian Stanway. There will be a 
graveside service at Hilltop Methodist church graveyard 
on Monday 20th July. 
While restrictions have been eased on attendance at funerals, 
numbers are still restricted, and it would therefore be a courtesy 
to family to await an invitation to attend. 

Requiescat in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. This is the best way 
of ensuring a chaplain visits your loved one. 

KEY VERSE: “Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where 
does the darnel come from?”  
TO KNOW: Jesus was a good teacher who 
employed parables, using the ordinary 
things of life to reveal the deep mysteries of 
God's reign. The parable of the weeds 
among the wheat revealed that good and 
evil would exist alongside one another until 
the Day of Judgment. The weeds in the 
story were darnel, a noxious plant that 
closely resembled the wheat. In the early 
stages of development, it was impossible to 
distinguish the one from the other. When 
the wheat ripened, the experienced eye 
would be able to differentiate between the 
two. The problem was that the roots were 
so intertwined that the weeds could not be 
uprooted without tearing up the wheat. So 
it is with evil; it is difficult to detect in its 
early stages until it grows strong and de-
stroys what is good. Jesus cautioned the 
disciples not to attempt to forcibly root out 
the unbelievers among their fellow Jews. 
The harvest  was a common Old Testament 
symbol for the final judgment. Jesus’ advice 
was patient tolerance until God would ren-
der his verdict on saint and sinner. 
TO LOVE: In what ways do I judge others 
rather than leaving that judgment to God? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to persist 
in my good work despite the evil that sur-
rounds me. 

switching over to direct giving 
It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 

money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. Our 
bank now charges us for paying in cash, and the lack of 

branches makes it harder to make deposits.  
We need as many parishioners as possible to pay by 

Standing Order. It means we receive your offertory even 
when you are unable to be at Mass! 

To begin paying your contribution to the Parish by 
Standing Order please use the form here: https://

tinyurl.com/uqsttlr or pick up a copy at  church 
and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

Thanks to those parishioners who have responded and 
filled in a standing order form. 

This is a great time to reassess your giving to your parish. 
When is the last time you increased your giving? How 

realistic is your giving compared to the needs of the par-
ish and the number of people who support it? 

If you are a current Standing Order giver, and wish to 
increase your donation, please contact the Parish Office 

If you are a tax payer, please also Gift Aid your donation 






